
Thomas Edmund Gibes
October 12, 1942 - December 13, 2025

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of Thomas Edmund
Gibes, age 84 on December 13, 2025, in St. Augustine, FL. Tom was raised in
Franklin WI, a suburb of Milwaukee. He enrolled in ROTC and graduated from
Greendale High School. He attended Marquette University and graduated in
1964. Tom served in the Navy and later settled in Oconomowoc, WI. 

 

Tom worked in partnership with his father raising horses. He married Joanne
Heintskill and together they raised four children. Tom loved sailing on the
Great Lakes, recently a friend described Tom as “the spark plug of our sailing
club”. 

Throughout his life, Tom was a friend to all with a nonjudgemental heart and a
joyful spirit. With an entrepreneurial spirit, Tom engaged in multiple
businesses from retail to real estate. Relocating to St. Augustine in 2010, he
opened Allegro Pool Supplies and Inspections. He then found his dream
project in 2013; he purchased and extensively rehabbed a historic St.
Augustine home. With his artistic flare, He also developed two Air BnB
accommodations, “The Captain’s Quarters” and transformed a Airstream
Trailer into a themed “Yellow Submarine” unit. Tom’s keen knowledge of St.
Augustine’s history provided fireside entertainment for his guests; Tom thrived
on the constant flow of new faces and he always had a story to share. 



Tom and Diane Arsenault met in 2021, and they were married October 12,
2022. Their adventurous travels took them to England, France, Italy, Spain,
Portugal, Germany, Austria, Turkey, Greece, and Alaska. 

Tom actively engaged in his community, serving as a board member at church
and Lullaby of the River. He especially enjoyed volunteering as a guide with
HorsePlay Therapy Center of St. Augustine. Known for his love of life, he was
always willing to help others from building shelves with his handy skills, he
could fix anything. Tom’s passion for life, love of music, and caring heart will
carry on in those who knew and loved him. 

 

Tom is survived by his wife Diane Gibes; children, Christopher Gibes (Anne),
Daniel Gibes, Thomas Gibes, Jr. (Elizabeth), and Mary Elizabeth "Meg"
Emrath (Chad); one sister, Margie Daly (Gibes), (Brandford FL); brother, Doug
Gibes; grandchildren, John "Jack" Gibes, Lucas Gibes-Pearl, Dominick Gibes-
Pearl, Cyrus Gibes-Pearl, Margo Gibes and Beatrix Gibes. He is preceded in
death by his mother and father Lorraine Gibes (Thew) and Edmund Gibes, his
wife Joanne Heintskill, and brother Steve Gibes. 

 

A celebration of life will be held in St. Augustine on January 17th from Noon-
4p.m. at the Elks Club located at 1420 A1A South, St. Augsutine, FL



Previous Events

A Celebration of Life

JAN 17. 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

St. Augustine Elks Lodge
1420 A1A South
St. Augustine, FL 32080
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Geri Abernathy - January 18 at 06:03 AM

So sad to hear that such a great Guy with such a Sweet Soul has
passed. He always had a smile for everyone he knew and loved his
friends! He will be missed by so many!!! Geri & Peter

Bruce Kebbekus - January 17 at 10:54 PM

Tom and I met about 1961. We buddied up around Hales Corners
with each of us driving a Triumph TR3. We teamed up for Wisconsin
sports car rallyes.

Chris Gibes - January 15 at 01:44 PM

Tom was my father and he taught me so much. Whether it was
learning to canoe down the Wisconsin river, changing oil in a
Plymouth Duster or doing yard work, he made sure I understood
what to do, and most importantly what NOT to do. He also made
things fun. All the time. His laugh could be heard from across any
size room and his sense of fun was contagious. I will miss him very
much. Godspeed Dad. May you rest in peace and love.

Diane Gibes - January 14 at 11:52 AM

If you decide that you would like to attend the Celebration of Life for
Tom, please let me know my text to 207-838-6757. Many blessings
to everyone.


