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Saint Augustine Beach, FL resident for thirty years passed away peacefully at
Bailey Community Hospice on August 4th. Born February 4, 1943 in
Waterbury, CT to Leo J. Kiernan and Belinda C. (Inglis) Kiernan, and big sister
Elizabeth Jane. Preceded in death by her sister Betty in 2003, husband Jim in
2004, and special friend David Lafayette in 2020. Survived by daughter
Meredith (Eric) Willems, son James (Jenni) Allen, grandchildren Seth Hill,
Lynn (Zach Muetzel) Willems, and Brian Willems, nieces Sharon (Ron) Jautz
and Donna (Neal Owen) Lazauskas, and numerous dear friends and
extended family members.

A memorial celebration will be held on September 27, 2025, from 2:00-5:00pm
on the Odd Birds patio, 200 Anastasia Blvd, Saint Augustine. Bring your
smiles and stories!

Marilyn attended Catholic High for 2 years and then Wilby High School,
graduating from Wilby in 1961. She married James W. Allen, Jr. October 3,
1964 and began a life of adventure. They made many trips with their 2
children to Connecticut to visit family, and every summer visited Belle and Leo
on Cape Cod to see family and friends and enjoy the West Dennis Beach.
Marilyn and Jim made the most out of everywhere they lived: making trips to



Chicago from Detroit; visiting Disneyland and the beaches in CA; swimming at
Lake Quassapaug with her sister’s family in CT; feasting on tacos with friends
while watching the Buffalo Bills; taking visiting family to Niagara Falls; and
boating in their beloved Four Winns bowrider on Great Bay in NH. They were
always surrounded by friends and family, and when they went somewhere
new — anywhere! — they made new friends.

After living in Wolcott, CT, Trenton, MI, Fullerton, CA, Southbury, CT, Buffalo,
NY, and Portsmouth, NH, Marilyn and Jim retired to Saint Augustine Beach in
1995 and began their final adventure. They co-founded a friends’ dinner group
that still meets today. Marilyn adored being “Mimi” to all her grandchildren and
extended family. She loved her family fiercely, willing to sacrifice for her loved
ones and yet managing to do things “her way”. After Jim passed in 2004
following a long illness, she met David at a grief support group and fulfilled a
lifelong dream of visiting Hawaii and Ireland.

Many will remember that Marilyn worked the front desk at the St Johns
Council on Aging for several years during her “retirement”. She loved meeting
and helping people — and lit up every room she entered with her vivacious
nature. Despite many health challenges she persevered with a smile and an
optimistic outlook, dedicating herself to Jesus and speaking about what he
meant to her.

Marilyn / Mom / Mimi will be dearly missed.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, Marilyn would love if you supported these causes:

e St. Jude Children’s Hospital — Stjude.org

e WallyHouse Catholic Worker House in Hawaii (named for her cousin Wally)
— stelizabeth720.org/wallyhouse

e Betty Griffin Center in Saint Augustine — bettygriffincenter.org

e The Salvation Army of Florida — https://salvationarmyflorida.org/florida/



Those desiring may leave messages of sympathy and encouragement by
going to her tribute page at https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/obituar
ies/marilyn-allen-10/#!/TributeWall.

St. Johns Family Funeral Home of St. Augustine, FL, is assisting the family
with arrangements.



Previous Events

Memorial Celebration

SEP 27. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Odd Birds Patio
200 Anastasia Blvd.
St. Augustine, FL 32080



Tribute Wall

Birthday cake. 2024.
Shower. 2016.

With David. 2010.
On the porch. 2009

Daniele Grier - September 08, 2025 at 03:46 PM



On the day when Marilyn decided to become a hospice patient, |
wrote a card, which she never received. Let me share its words with
you:

"Dear Marilyn, | fully support and admire your decision. You have
suffered so much and for so long! And throughout your ordeal, you
managed to keep a positive attitude and enjoy what you could. At
least, you had a few conversations with God which paid off! ...

Over the years, | witnessed and admired your generosity, care for
others, ability to forgive, lively spirit and joie de vivre. You supported
Jim and David every minute, and were always there for your friends
and family. | have fond memories of your salmon dinners at
Seagate, for which Fluffy (my German Shepherd) also showed
much appreciation. Big big hugs and know that you are loved."

| have many other wonderful memories of our times together: she
loved Fluffy, and would let her get into the empty bathtub at Seagate
as well as steal food from the kitchen counter. She prepared many
dinners at a time when | needed support. She celebrated with me
when my house building was completed. She became my fashion
consultant. She hosted a shower for me before | got (re)married.
She taught my grand-daughter how to swim. And she was always
So appreciative of any support she would get.

To Marilyn's family, please accept my sincere condolences for the
loss of such a wonderful, strong and vibrant woman. She will remain

in our fondest memories forever.

Daniéle Grier - September 08, 2025 at 03:07 PM

each grateful for the gift of Meredith.

Joyce Lance - September 06, 2025 at 06:54 PM



My first memory visiting Mimi. She was such a fun and funny loving
woman and mother.

Andrew Galbus

Andrew Galbus - September 06, 2025 at 05:04 PM



