
Lilia Esther Burgos
August 29, 1937 - May 23, 2021

Lilia Esther Burgos, 83, Jacksonville, passed away May 23, 2021 at the home
of her daughter and son-in-law with her family by her side. She had moved to
Florida from Portland, Oregon 2 ½ years prior, in order to be closer to her
family. She was born in Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, eldest daughter of the late Don
Alfonso Burgos and Dona Sofia Sepulveda. As a child she loved the country,
running and playing outdoors with her siblings and spending time with her
maternal grandmother who would take her on horseback in the early mornings
to survey the family’s coffee plantations. That love of Puerto Rico, her
ancestors, plants, flowers and nature remained strong throughout her life.
After graduating college, Lilia taught elementary school in the Ponce, Puerto
Rico public school system for 24 years until she retired. She was a creative
leader and teacher, organizing trips, pageants, and helping students to act
and recite. Over the years, many of her grown-up students would go out of
their way to greet her and thank her for having taught them to read and write. 

In tandem with her teaching activities, Lilia was also a florist and a boutique
owner in Ponce. Many brides including 2 of her sisters enjoyed her floral
artistry on their wedding days. Weddings were family affairs with her children
and her then husband Adrian helping decorate the churches very early in the
morning on wedding days. 

After retiring from teaching, she went on to become an entrepreneur, trainer,



and business woman, having owned several successful businesses during
that time. She helped many families to start their own businesses and she
educated people in Puerto Rico, the United States and Mexico on the benefits
of plants, health supplements and entrepreneurship. She was a people
person, loved and admired by many, she had a beautiful sense of style, was
the life of the party and she loved to inspire, to dance, to sing and to laugh. 

When she moved to the United States, she perfected her English, grew and
developed her business activities and loved traveling and discovering new
places. 

Lilia was a deeply spiritual person, she practiced meditation, yoga, reiki, and
she participated in ministry activities with a number of churches in Rhode
Island and Oregon. She loved helping to bring comfort and hope to people. 

 

Private services were held according to her wishes. 
 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by a sister, Zaida
Celadilla, and by her half-siblings Miguel Angel, Elsa and Junior Burgos. 

 

She is survived by her children, Adrilia Pedersen (Kenneth), St. Augustine,
Adrian Valentin, Portland, Oregon, Omar Valentin (Danielle), Jacksonville;
sisters, Pilar Edwards, Quitman, TX, Margie Malinowski, Portland, Oregon;
half-brother Reinold Burgos, and grandson, Javier Valentin. 

 

St. Johns Family Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.



Tribute Wall

MM

Mary Ellen C DiPrete MURRAY - June 05, 2021 at 06:16 PM

Dear Adrilia, Omar, and family, 
 I am so very sorry for the loss of your beautiful mother. She was a

light wherever she went. I remember how she welcomed me into
her home on my visits to Puerto Rico and made me feel like part of
the family. I also remember her entrepreneur spirit with the Aloe
Vera. She touched my life very deeply during my 20's and I am
forever grateful for meeting her along my life journey. She loved
God, she loved her family, and she loved having fun. Until we see
her again on the other side of Eternity may the many cherished
memories of a life well loved bring you peace, and comfort. 
Warmly, 

 Mary Ellen (DiPrete) Murray and family.

AD

Adrilia - June 17, 2021 at 12:44 PM

Dear MaryEllen,
  

Thank you so much for your beautiful tribute to mom. She loved you
and yur family very dearly and remembered you always.

 With love, Adry



XN

Xinia novoa - July 08, 2021 at 12:36 AM

Mi querida Adrilia, hasta hoy miércoles 7 de julio me doy cuenta que mi
amada amiga Desanso!! Me siento triste , a la vez ella siempre me dijo
que quería estar cerca de su familia , doy gracias a Dios por haber
permitido que ella disfrutara de su nieto , y de todos ustedes, una gran
y amada amiga , yo la llame muchas veces , hasta que hace varios
días Estuve pensando que sería de mi amiga que no me volvió a
constestar,! 

 Mi más sinceras condolencias, ella fue una mujer única , la admiraba
mucho su fineza , su apoyo incondicional , siempre con palabras de
apoyo , gozábamos mucho , 
Ahora entiendo porque la inquietud tan grande y preocupación de
saber de ella. 

 Un abrazo Adrilia querida , le doy gracias a Dios de haber tenido el
honor de tener una amiga como tu mamá, un abrazo muy fuerte ,
porque Dios también me dio la oportunidad de conocerte , cada vez de
mi cumpleaños siempre te recuerdo , porque es el mío también. 

 Mi Enail :xinianovoa@hotmail.com


