
John Robert Wilson
July 24, 1930 - June 11, 2023

John has returned to the stardust from whence he came. John was born on July 24, 1930,
in Waterbury, Connecticut, and died on June 11, 2023, in St. Augustine, Florida. 
He grew up in Bayside, Long Island; graduated from Brooklyn Technical High School in
1947; and graduated from Queens College in 1952. While at Queens College, John met
and fell in love with Ruth, the light of his life for over 60 years. After college, John was
drafted into the Army, spending most of his two years protecting New York City from North
Korean bombers. John and his family moved to Bowie, Maryland, in 1963 where he
worked in the Pentagon for 24 years, the last 12 in a small management office in the
Office of the Secretary of Defense. Upon retirement, he settled in Annapolis and later in
Venice, Florida. John and Ruth moved to St. Augustine in 2016 to be near their daughter,
Susan. John and Ruth loved to travel and were fortunate to see most of the United States,
parts of Canada; and they visited Europe, South America, Asia, and spent time in Aruba
every winter for many years. Together John and Ruth walked on the Great Wall of China
and snorkeled in Tahiti. John was a big sports fan and had season tickets to the
Washington Redskins and the Washington Capitals games. He played tennis, enjoyed
bridge, and dabbled in photography, building himself a dark room in his home in
Annapolis. John was a voracious reader and a lifelong student of history. John loved his
dogs and learned how to train them and also how to train people to train their dogs. 
John’s wife Ruth preceded him in death. John is survived by his daughters, Susan Murphy
(Patrick) of St. Augustine, Florida, and Linda Mustric (John) of Columbus, Ohio, his four
grandchildren Anna Hinden, Nick Mustric, Alexandra Mustric, and Sophia Mustric, nephew
Peter Zuroff, niece Jane Zuroff, niece Nancy Osterhout Watson (Mark) who has been a
great friend and correspondent for so many years and her sisters Betsy and Janet. His
brother Charles predeceased him by a few months. John’s family would like to
acknowledge all of the caregivers and residents of Silver Creek who befriended John and
Ruth over the last six years. 
Services for both John and Ruth will be held at the Silver Creek Senior Community in St.
Augustine, FL on June 21, 2023, at 11 AM. Online tribute may be made to https://www.stjo
hnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/. 
In Lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the ASPCA at https://www.aspca.org/. 



St. Johns Family Funeral Home of St. Augustine, FL is in charge of arrangements.
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Anna Rossini - July 17, 2023 at 02:40 PM

On behalf of the Administration, Faculty and Staff of Queens College, we would
like to extend our heartfelt condolences to the family. 

  
May he Rest in Peace,

Susan - June 25, 2023 at 04:41 PM

Miss you Dad. So much.


