
James Rhoden
November 14, 1930 - February 18, 2023

James Edward Rhoden was called to his Heavenly home on February 18,
2023 at the age of 92. James was born in Hope, Arkansas to Sidney and
Edna Rhoden. From a very early age, James helped his dad on the family
farm. James learned how to tend to the animals and gardens. He loved to go
fishing with his dad. After graduating from high school, he attended Eastern
Texas Bible College and pursued a degree in Theology. It was here that
James was introduced to Duplicate Bridge, a passion that would stay with him
throughout his life. After college, James traveled a lot and worked in sales. He
particularly enjoyed car sales. He eventually started his own car detailing and
leasing business and moved his family to Baltimore, Maryland. 

 

In late 1972, James met Barbara Machen and fell for her immediately. They
were married six months later on July 7, 1973. Within a year, they started a
family. Jamie Lee Rhoden was born May 25, 1974 and Lisa Anne Rhoden
was born February 23, 1977. As a family, they loved camping and would
spend summers visiting various campgrounds. Being a kind and dependable
father was of the utmost importance to James and he certainly did not
disappoint when it came to wholeheartedly loving his daughters. 

Barbara and James played Duplicate Bridge multiple days a week at a local
club. It was common for players at the club to offer James money to play since
he was such an outstanding player. They knew with James on their team, they



would come in First Overall! Unfortunately for James and Barbara, their
daughters never took to Bridge, but the girls loved to play other card games
with them, especially Crazy 8’s. 

 

In 2001, James and Barbara moved to Florida. They lived in several places in
Putnam County and St. John’s County before settling in St. Augustine. In true
fashion, James and Barbara found several Bridge clubs in Florida. They
played in St. Augustine, Palm Coast and Welaka, where they developed very
special friendships with the other players. James earned the title of Gold Life
Master in April 2012 and Diamond Life Master in June 2019. 

In addition to his love of Bridge, James was also very passionate about his
faith. He and his family were involved at Protestant, Church of the Nazarene
and Church of God. The family attended Sunday school weekly and James
served the Lord as a Preacher. 

 

James leaned on his faith, and his love of Bridge, after he lost his beloved
wife in 2014. James continued to play Bridge several days a week until he
passed. James is survived by his daughters, Jamie Ferguson and Lisa Joines,
as well as his grandchildren- Ryan Fergusson (20), Lee Joines Jr. (17) and
Lindsey Joines (15). 

The family will be hosting a Celebration of Life at the Palm Coast Bridge Club
on March 23 at 11:00 am. 

St. Johns Family Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAR 23. 11:00 AM (ET)

Palm Coast Bridge Club
4422 U.S.Hwy. 1
Palm Coast, FL 32164
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lindsey joines - March 16, 2023 at 05:16 PM

Lindsey Joines lit a candle in memory of
James Rhoden

Frank Ferland - March 12, 2023 at 12:41 PM

I met Jim in 2015, the first year my wife and I started spending part
of every year in Palm Coast and playing duplicate bridge. We knew
from the get go that he played a different, more sophisticated game.
And on top of that Jim barely spoke when we arrived at his table.
But beneath that impenetrable exterior, you knew it was worth the
effort to try to come to know the man. Thus began a conflicted
beginning to every game: start at his table where we were attracted
to his deep and fascinating character, or start at another table
hoping to eventually skip his and avoid a bottom score. As the years
went by, the former increasingly won out. Slowly, it was our good
fortune to learn more about Jim. He, like the game of bridge, was
addicting. This year, since arriving in Palm Coast, it became an
easy decision to start each game at Jim’s table. The conversation
with Jim while my wife and I waited for the game to begin was
definitely worth the likely forthcoming shellacking. We miss him now.
Frank Ferland
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Lisa Joines - March 13, 2023 at 08:41 AM

Thank you for your kind words. My dad was def a character and didn’t
filter anything he said. I’m so happy he found a great bridge family 
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Lisa Joines - March 08, 2023 at 01:58 PM

5 files added to the tribute wall


