Howard Lane Gardner II1

September 4, 1943 - April 29, 2022

Howard Lane Gardner, Ill, passed away peacefully Friday, April 29, 2022 at
age 78. Born in Wilmington, NC on September 4, 1943 to Howard Lane
Gardner, Jr. and Willetta Sartor Gardner, he is preceded in death by his
parents and his brother, Robert Sartor Gardner.

Gardner was a lifelong citizen of Putnam and St John’s counties and

prominent businessman. He grew up in Palatka and graduated in 1961 from
Palatka High School, where he was on the track team and played football as
#71 for the Palatka Maroons. He was an Eagle Scout in Boy Scout Troop 62.

He went on to Georgia Tech where he majored in Industrial Management
class of 1965 and was a brother in the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.

After college Gardner returned to the family furniture business in Palatka and
became president of the company, Florida Furniture Industries. He was a
leader in many of the furniture industry professional associations and enjoyed
annual sales events at the High Point, Atlanta, and Dallas markets. Gardner
served as an officer in the Florida National Guard. Later in life he achieved a
successful second career as a residential real estate agent for Watson Realty
in St. Augustine.

Locally Gardner joined the Rotary Club of Palatka in 1967 and served in



numerous roles: on the Board for many years and Club President in 1974-75.
He was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow. He was a leader on the board of
directors for Briarwood School. He served on the board of the St John’s River
Community College. Gardner was also involved in the Palatka Jaycees and
had fun organizing and participating in the “Raft Race” fundraiser on the St.
John’s River. Gardner was a lifelong member of First Presbyterian Church of
Palatka where he served for many years as an elder. After moving to Crescent
Beach in 1989, he served on the board of Sand Dollar Condominium and was
a member of Marsh Creek Country Club. Gardner was a hard worker,
dedicated citizen and civic leader but he also had many pastimes including
golf, flying, reading, and fishing. His grandchildren remember the pranks he
always played, cannonballs in the pool, and games pretending to be a pirate.

Survivors include wife of 30 years, Martha White Gardner; children Lynne
Gardner Trost (Henry) of Nashville, TN, Howard Lane Gardner IV (Heather) of
Jacksonville, and Lucy Leigh Gardner Johnson (Trey) of Jacksonville; step-
children Susan Garrison Dougherty (Ed) of Alpharetta, GA, Rhett Breeden
Garrison of Palm Coast; grandchildren: Elizabeth Gardner Trost, Emma
Marguerite Trost, Evelyn Willetta Trost, Andrew Lane Gardner, Parklyn Grace
Gardner, Preston Zane Johnson, Collin Moses Johnson, Wesley Evan Wilcox
(Emily), Griffin Lee Wilcox, and Kathryn Shea Wilcox.

A celebration of Howard'’s life will be held at 2 pm on Friday, May 6, 2022 at
St. Johns Family Funeral Home with Rev. R. Cliff Lyda officiating. A visitation,
beginning at 1 pm will precede the service. Click here to see the service live
streamed (https://iframe.dacast.com/live/2a7a09ae1c0559a83ef537e05e6a14
a6/2aae7d5f-98fd-a9e6-32a7-b774547cf42c) . In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to Boy Scout Troop 62, care of St. James United Methodist
Church, 400 Reid Street, Palatka, Florida 32177 or S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue, Inc.

St. Johns Family Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.






Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 6. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

St. Johns Family Funeral Home
385 State Road 207
St. Augustine, FL

Celebration of Life

MAY 6. 2:00 PM (ET)

St. Johns Family Funeral Home
385 State Road 207
St. Augustine, FL



Tribute Wall

A St. Johns Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
EQI of Howard Lane Gardner Il
T

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 03, 2022 at 02:18 PM

I'm so sorry that | could not make the funeral. Howard was a dear
friend. We had lots of good times together. Would have liked to
have seen all the kids and grandkids. You are all in my prayers.

John Browning' - May 06, 2022 at 03:56 PM

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 05, 2022 at 04:44 PM



Ellen F. purchased a sympathy card for the family of
Howard Lane Gardner Ill.

Ellen F. - May 05, 2022 at 03:32 PM

34 files added to the album Life Tributes
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St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 05, 2022 at 03:18 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Howard Lane Gardner Ill.

May 05, 2022 at 11:24 AM


https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

4 files added to the album LifeTributes

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 05, 2022 at 11:04 AM

0 file added to the tribute wall

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 03, 2022 at 05:04 PM

7 files added to the album LifeTributes

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 03, 2022 at 02:17 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Howard Lane Gardner l.

May 02, 2022 at 12:49 PM


https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

