
Gerald Eubanks
November 1, 1941 - July 5, 2019

Gerald Eubanks of St. Augustine, Fl., passed away On Thursday, July 5,
2019, at the age of 77. He was a loving son, brother, uncle, and friend to
many. 

 

Gerald was born on November 1, 1941 in St Augustine, to the late Clifton and
Georgia Hancock Eubanks. He was also preceded in death by his brothers,
Clifton L. Eubanks and Richard A. Eubanks and niece, Tamara L. DeBerry. 

 

He leaves to mourn five sisters; Sandra Stokes (Nathaniel), Marva Saulsby,
Tampa, Fl., Beverly DeBerry, Sarasota, Fl., Gail Eubanks, Jacksonville, Fl.,
Artrelle Eubanks, Tampa, Fl. and one brother, Kenneth Eubanks, Tampa, Fl.,
nephews; Clifton Eubanks, Jr (Tanjee), Dwayne Eubanks, Kevin Stokes
(Sharonda), Nathaniel Stokes Jr. (Dr. Tara), Keith Gerald Eubanks, (Ruth),
nieces; Dr. Mikelle Phillips, (James), Erica Eubanks, Arielle Eubanks, and a
host of great nephews, great nieces and cousins. Special brother and sister,
Ken and Joyce Rich, Viera, FL. 

 

Funeral services will be held 11:00 a.m. Saturday July 13, 2019 at Trinity
Episcopal Church. Entombment will follow in Craig Memorial Park. 

 

A visitation will be held from 6-8 p.m. Friday July 12, 2019 at St. Johns Family
Funeral Home. 



Gerald grew up on Palmo Street and attended Palmo Street Church of God.
Living across from the Church of God provided one of the first interesting
awareness’s of his life- Faith and the importance of family; having to attend
church four times on Sunday and twice weekly. It, provided his first encounter
with his rather large family of uncles, aunts and cousins as there were more
than forty of them living on Palmo Street and most attended that church.
Gerald played the piano for some of those church services, of which he was
very proud. 

 

Gerald was a 1959 graduate and Valedictorian of Richard. J. Murray High
School. He attended Morehouse College, graduated from Florida Memorial
College, and received a Master’s degree in Educational Administration and
Supervision from the University of North Florida. While at Morehouse he
encountered the civil rights movement and saw Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Of recent, Gerald was a faithful member of Trinity Cathedral Parish, and was a
lay-reader and a (occasional) vocalist, something he loved dearly.
Professionally, he was a 30 year veteran of the St. Johns County School
System, having served as a teacher, vice principal and principal. He was also
an adjunct Supervisor of Interns at Flagler College for 24 years. Gerald liked
to discuss that his first employment adventure was as a newspaper boy-
marketing from door-to-door in the Lincolnville community, where he
acknowledged that he never made much money and had to be bailed out by
his father several times to pay the bill for the newspapers when he was unable
to collect from his customers. He noted that his route number was #25. 

 

Gerald was considered a Civil Rights Icon and was proud of the role his family
played locally in contributing to the passage of the national 1964 Civil Rights
Bill of 1964. He also heralded the contributions of the many foot-soldiers that
served fearlessly during that era. He served as President of the NAACP Youth



Council during that period. Gerald was largely involved in the community
throughout his life and was actively involved in area and local theater, the
Cultural Review Board of St. Johns County, St. Johns County Library Board,
and the Rotary Club of Hastings. He appeared in many commercials and in
the television serial, The Safe Harbor. He recently appeared as Frederick
Douglas in the unveiling of a downtown marker and in the re-enactment of
African American history at Flagler College. He served as a member of Florida
Memorial University Board of Trustees and was a past National Alumni
President. 

 

He was president of the St. Augustine Community Theater and founder and
artistic director of Arielle Productions, a non-profit organization which gave
him the opportunity to share many of his creative plays and visions in theatric
performances, and endeavored to provide culturally diverse entertainment to
the community. He was instrumental in producing multiple versions of the lip-
sync show Mo-Town and ‘Mo and very proud of his role in Driving Miss Daisy. 

Gerald became an author of a civil rights history oriented book entitled The
Dark Before Dawn - (From Civil Wrongs to Civil Light.) 

Gerald lived a rich, full, and vibrant life. He had stellar academic success, vital
and creative artistic exposure, and a brilliant career in education. Gerald was
a trail-blazer and a natural born leader of a depth and magnitude that
transcended age, race, and ethnic culture. He would often say, “This is life-this
is not a dress-rehearsal.” 

 

St. Johns Family Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Craig Memorial Park

2600 Old Moultrie Rd
St Augustine, FL 32086

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 12. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

St. Johns Family Funeral Home
385 State Road 207
St. Augustine, FL

Funeral Service

JUL 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

Trinity Episcopal Parish
215 St. George Street
St. Augustine, FL 32084
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maggie ellis - July 13, 2019 at 11:11 AM

With deepest sympathy from the Putnam
County Florida Memorial University
Alumni.Please accept our most heartfelt
sympathies for your loss…our thoughts are
with you and your family during this difficult
time.

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - July 11, 2019 at 03:21 PM

71 files added to the album LifeTributes

Nancy Quatrano - July 10, 2019 at 10:30 PM

Nancy Quatrano purchased the Crystal Cross Bo
uquet for the family of Gerald Eubanks.
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St. Johns Family Funeral Home - July 10, 2019 at 03:03 PM

0 file added to the tribute wall

Grace Lias - July 10, 2019 at 01:22 AM

Mr. Eubanks was my teacher in the 1960’s. He had a great sense of
humor and I have fond memories of him. Later as an adult , I was
impressed with his historic preservation efforts and African
American History. 
Grace Borom Lias

RG

Robert Gordon - July 11, 2019 at 01:23 PM

Gerald you have been a friend of brother and almost a father to me for
so many years you've been a part of my life before I even became a
full grown man and I just want to say thank you for the impact that you
have had in my life and help me grow to the man that I am today you
will be truly missed I know that there's a place in heaven for you.

Deborah Hagenbuch-Reese - July 09, 2019 at 06:47 AM

I will remember Gerald as always encouraging everyone to discover
their talents and to share them with others as he shared his talents
with others. I always felt that he made the most of every day. He will
be missed. Debbie Hagenbuch-Reese

Julie Scott Driger - July 08, 2019 at 06:16 PM

Julie Scott Driger lit a candle in memory of
Gerald Eubanks



JD
Julie Scott Driger - July 08, 2019 at 06:19 PM

My cousin Gerald was a very educated unique man with a mind of his
own. Deepest Sympathy to the family. Love you. Julie

NK

Natalie Knight - July 09, 2019 at 11:02 AM

I will miss you, Mr. Eubanks, you were a very fun and joyful person.
You were a committed Florida Memorial University Alumnus and
enjoyed the Theatre and History. 
 
Love and Light 

 Natalie Knight

Nancy
Quatrano

Nancy Quatrano - July 09, 2019 at 02:37 PM

I will miss my friend and Rotary brother. His commitment to
educational, cultural and economic opportunities for all was
instrumental in motivating the Rotary Club of Hastings during the past
few years. His passion for personal responsibility, community
participation and believing in one's gifts and talents was always at the
forefront of his actions. He is already missed and I know he is resting in
peace, now. Deepest sympathies to his family.


