Anthony Lucano, Jr

January 28, 1977 - April 26, 2026

It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of Anthony Lucano,
affectionately known as Junior to those who knew him best. Born on January
28, 1977, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Anthony's journey through life was
marked by his unwavering love for family, his commitment to service, and his
deep affinity for animals. He departed this world peacefully on April 26, 2026,
at the age of 49.

Raised in Philadelphia, Anthony moved to Cinnaminson, New Jersey, with his
family in 1993. A proud graduate of Cinnaminson High School, class of 1996,
he began his working life caring for animals at a local pet store named Zoo's,

showcasing his natural connection with wildlife. His career took him in various
directions, including a stint at bartending school, security work, and ultimately
a calling to public service.

It was at the Iguana Beach Club, where he worked as a bouncer, that he met
Lynda Paknik, the love of his life in 1998. They married on July 19, 2003, and
together they bought a home in Sewell, New Jersey. They later bought a new
home in West Deptford, NJ where he and Lynda raised a family of two
wonderful twin daughters. He had been a resident of St. Augustine since
2017.

While supporting his new family, Anthony worked during the day and put



himself through the police academy on nights and weekends, graduating in
December 2004. He joined the police department at the University of
Pennsylvania, where he served for over 13 years. Most recently he had been
working as a school resource police officer for the Duval County School
System at Westside Middle School where he became a beloved mentor to
many students. Known for his compassionate nature, he used food bank
resources to assist those in need and was known to have a stash of snacks,
drinks, candy, and even clothing for the students in his office.

Anthony's love for animals remained a constant throughout his life, and he
was actively involved in animal rescue, even adopting a dog found on the
interstate that was dumped and we later found out that she had been
wounded by a gunshot. He also was involved with The Hurricane Response
Team and traveled to Louisiana to assist in the recovery and rescue. His many
interests in life included a passion for motorcycles and he was a member of
the Rolling Badges Motorcycle Club. He was a car enthusiast and was
tattooed with images that reflected the things he held dear. He savored the
simple pleasures in life, including a good cigar, but more than anything,
Anthony love his family and cherished the time he got to spend with them.

Anthony is survived by his devoted wife of 23 years, Lynda Lucano; his twin
daughters, Gianna Lucano and Gina Castellano and her husband Christian;
his 5 dogs, his parents, Anthony and Kathleen Lucano; his sister, Jennifer
Lucano and her fiance Keith Nemeth; his paternal grandmother, Mary Jane
Lucano; his mother-in-law, Patricia Paknik, the entire Castellano family, and
many aunts, uncles, cousins, and extended family members and friends. He
was preceded in death by his father-in-law, Steven Paknik.

A celebration of Anthony's remarkable life with law enforcement honors will be
held at 11:00 am on Saturday, May 2, 2026 at St. Johns Family Funeral
Home. Please wear black and/or royal blue as a tribute to his love of law



enforcement.

In lieu of flowers please make donations to S.A.F.E. Pet Rescue. Anthony
would have loved this idea. Those unable to attend can view the live-stream
by going to: https://iframe.dacast.com/live/2a7a09ae1c0559a83ef537e05e6a1
4a6/0d926f14-3fd3-923f-c556-1f0bb777106f.

St. Johns Family Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

St Johns Crematory

385 State Road 207
Saint Augustine, FL 32084

Previous Events

A Celebration of Life

MAY 2. 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

St. Johns Family Funeral Home

385 SR 207

St. Augustine, FL 32084

(904) 824-1625
https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com


https://www.stjohnsfamilyfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

St. Johns Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of Anthony Lucano, Jr
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St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 01 at 03:53 PM

Beautiful
RIP Anthony
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Dee Antos - May 02 at 11:31 AM

Anthony was our nephew and even though we didn’t see him much
except thru Facebook because of everyone’s busy lives and the
distance between us we still loved Anthony and his family. He will
always be remembered and always in our hearts.

Debbie & Mark Rohrback - May 02 at 02:33 PM

Officer Lucano was one of my volunteers here at Ed White, I'd make
sure that he had enough food to keep from our pantry to share with
his families which he had selflessly distributed on the weekends. I'll
truly miss him. My prayers go out to his family.

Jasmine - May 07 at 09:43 AM



Im on of the students from westside middle and he always showed
compassion for us when i would end up missing lunch or even have
a bad day he would always let me get a snack so im so sad to see
that he passed last time i saw him he was a officer for westside high
but then he had to leave im so sorry for his family he was a very
kind person

Liberty Scrivner - May 02 at 08:16 PM

84 files added to the album LifeTributes

St. Johns Family Funeral Home - May 01 at 02:46 PM

To Officer Lucano’s family and friends, my thoughts and prayers are
with you during this difficult time. May his precious memories give
you comfort and peace. I'm going to miss his voice on the radio.
Glenda Prinzi, DCSP Dispatch (HQ)

Glenda Prinzi - April 29 at 06:53 PM



Officer Lucano was a good man he always had a smile on his face, he
would talk to me and tell me to do the right thing he even

Wore my funny looking glasses, I'm going to miss seeing him in the
hallways going to class

mehki denson - May 02 at 02:06 PM

Lal and Jimmy purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Anthony Lucano, Jr.

Lal and Jimmy - April 29 at 03:48 PM

Lal and Jimmy planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Anthony Lucano,
Jr.

Lal and Jimmy - April 29 at 03:48 PM

Dear Lynnie, Gianna, Gina, and family, |
No words can express how sorry we are for

what you are going through. Anthony was an | .
amazing husband and father. May your happy u
memories console you as you navigate the

days ahead.

Jim and Linda Wilson - April 29 at 03:42 PM
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Fran, Victor, Lauren and Ken purchased the Beau
tiful in Blue for the family of Anthony Lucano, Jr.

Fran, Victor, Lauren and Ken - April 29 at 12:55 PM

Fran, Victor, Lauren and Ken planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Anthony Lucano, Jr.

Fran, Victor, Lauren and Ken - April 29 at 12:55 PM
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