John Fulton Kirkwood Jr.
February 6, 1933 - October 26, 2019

John Fulton Kirkwood, Jr., age 86, of St. Augustine, passed away on Saturday, October
26, 2019 at Flagler Hospital with his wife by his side. John was born and grew up in
Nashville, Tennessee. He joined the US Air Force and served during the Korean War. It
was there that he discovered a passion for aviation and a lifelong vocation. Following his
military service, John went to work as an Aircraft Mechanic with American Airlines. He
quickly became accomplished in all areas of aircraft maintenance including mechanical,
airframe, and electronics. He was one of American Airlines top mechanics spanning a
career of 37 years. John met his wife to be, Dianne Harwell, while working at Berry Field
in Nashville in 1969. The couple married on October 16, 1970. Together they raised a
family of three children as they traveled to places where John was working including New
York’s LaGuardia, San Diego, and Dallas / Ft. Worth airports. They were able to travel the
world, with many adventures After retiring in 1996, John and Dianne retired to St.
Augustine. John loved his life in Florida, living on the ocean, fishing and he enjoyed the
company of his neighbors. He was deeply loved by his family and friends and will be
missed.
He is survived by his wife of 49 years, Dianne Harwell Kirkwood of St. Augustine;
daughter, Beverly Kirkwood Soapes and husband Andy of Eagleville, Tn.; a son, John F.
Kirkwood III and wife Judy of Christiana, Tn.; daughter, Amy Dixon and husband Rick of
Lavergne, Tn.; grandchildren, Robb, Russ, Josh, Jeremy, Sean, Kaylee; great
grandchildren, Tripp, Kyndall, Kynzie.; many niece and nephews and extended family
members.
A celebration of life will be held at Ponte Vedra Presbyterian Church at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, donations in John’s memory can be made to Ponte Vedra Presbyterian Church,
4510 Palm Valley Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082.
St. Johns Family Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Comments

“

My Dad Bob Vock worked with John for much of his professional career. One of my
first memories of John was how he used to have to duck coming into the house so he
didn't hit his head on the doorframe!
He was a really nice and good man, and my Dad always enjoyed working with him.
Diane, you are in our prayers and we're sending you lots of love and support from
San Diego!
-Scott Vock

Scott Vock - November 23, 2019 at 09:30 PM

“

Diane,
I'm so sorry to hear of John's passing. He was one of the sweetest, nicest men I
have ever met. i think fondly of us all together at the Martin's Christmas parties. John
had a lot of good years and we all have a lot of good memories. God Bless you and
the whole family, at this sad time.
Love, Kathy Wentzel

Mary K Wentzel - November 06, 2019 at 02:59 PM

“

Dianne, I am so sorry , I just found out , praying for you Sis. I will call soon.love you, Denise
Click
denise click - November 07, 2019 at 02:28 PM

